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Abstract Taxes, as the most important source of government revenue
and one of the economic policy instruments, play a key role in development
policies. In this study, the evolution process of different models of tax
evasion (from neoclassical approach to behavioral economics) is
investigated, also the assumptions and variables of these models are
analyzed. Then, using the analytical hierarchy process (AHP) based on
the opinions of tax experts, the factors affecting tax evasion are ranked in
different models to determine which model is superior in explaining and
measuring the factors affecting tax evasion in Iran. The results show that
instability of preferences, loss avoidance, and ambiguity avoidance are the
main factors influencing tax evasion. Correspondingly, rational behavior
and behavioral adaptation have the least explanatory power as regards tax
evasion in Iran. Based on the results, in analyzing and measuring Iran's tax
evasion, a paradigm shift towards behavioral economy models is needed.
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